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Mr. John Checkley, 


Upon his Tryal at Boſton in 
Nem-England, &c. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, and you 
Gentlemen of the Jury; 


gre; Y Counſel having made ſo very 
good a Defence on my Behalf, 

= the ſaying any thing for myſelf 
may ſcem needleſs and unneceſ- 
ſary. 

And indeed it would be ſo, if the Charge 
againſt me was not out of the common Road, 
and yery extraordinary. | 

A 2 But 


LET VET TTY hee 


Lad 


But (may it pleaſe your Honours) I am 
repreſented as a Perſon Guilty on many 
Accounts. 1ſt, For wickedly and malicioufly 
imagining and contriving, by the Subtilty of 
Arguments, t draw into Diſpute his preſent 
Majeſty's Title to the Crown, Sc. 24ly, Of 
ſcandalizing the Miniſters of the Goſpel by 
Law eſtabliſhed in this Province. 3dly, I 


am charged* with fal/ify;ng the holy Scrip- 


tures. 4thly, With repreſenting the Church 
of Rome as the preſent Mother Churt h); and 
laſtiy, With railing Diviſions, Jealouſies, and 
Animoſities, among his Majeſty's Ioving Sub- 
jects of this Province. | 

Theſe are Crimes of a very heinous Na- 
ture; and had they been as fully. prov'd, as 
they have been ſtrongly [ſuggeſted in the In- 
dictment, I muſt acknowledge I ſhould de- 
ſerve a very ſevere Puniſhment. 

Since then the Charge againſt me is fo 
very extraordinary; ſince theſe Proceedings, 
and the Methods of my Proſecution, ſeem to 
be ſomething New in this Country; and 
ſince I am ſo fully conſcious of the Inno- 
cency of my Intentions, and that I had no 
Malice in my Heart: I believe your Honours 
will readily allow, that to be filent, at this 
Juncture, would look like an Argument of 
Gurlt, and be truly Criminal. 

With your Honours Permiſſion, then, I 
ſhall go on, and will endeavour to take up 
no more Time, than to adyert to ſuch Things, 
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not ſo fully inſiſted on by my Counſel, as 
will further ſhew the Innocency of my In» 
tentions, and that I had no Malice in my 
Heart, nor deſigned any thing againſt the 
Government. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, and you 
Gentlemen of the Fury ; 


The firſt Paſſage pretended to be againſt 
the Government, is this, P. 63. “ As the 
« Neceſlity of Government, and the general 
« Commands in Scripture of Obedience to 
« Government, do require our Submiſſion 
« to the Government in being, where there 
« is no Competition concerning the Titles; 
« that is, where no one claims a better 
“ Right than the Poſſeſſor: thereby (faith 
the Indictment) ſubtilly, by Arguments, to 
traduce and draw into Diſpute the undoubt- 
ed Right and Title of our faid Lord the 

King, Sc. | 
But this was not deſigned, nor can it poſ- 
ſibly be wreſted, to hurt the Title of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty ; unleſs any Perſon will make 
it appear, that another hath a better Title to 
the Crown than his preſent Majeſty ; which 
J am ſure is not averred here, nor any thing 
like it. For the whole Sentence is no more 
than an hypothetic Propoſition concerning 
Government in general (without any Aver- 
ment of any particular Government); and 
founded 


LS] 
founded upon this Maxim of the Law, that 
bare Foſſeſſion is a good Title, till a better 
can be produced. 

But, (may it pleaſe your Honours) to ſhew 
you farther, that I had no evil Deſign againft 
the Government, I beg Leave to remark, 
and to ſhew wherein I induſtriouſly alter'd 
the Phraſe, to prevent any ſuch Miſapplica- 
tion of it. 

In the Book from whence this Paſſage is 
tranſcrib'd, the Words run thus; P. 36. 
« As the Neceſlity of Government, and the 
« general Commands in Scripture of Qbe- 
« dience to Government, do require our 
« Submiſſion to the Government in being, 
« where there is no Competition concerning 
« the Titles, or any that claims a better Right 
« than the Poſſeſſor. 

Here I beg your Honours, and you Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, to obſerve, that theſe 
Expreſſions, where there ic no Competition 
concerning the Titles, or any that claims a 
better Right than the Poſſeſſor : | ſay, theſe 
Expreſſions in this Book, are not explanatory 
one of the other, but are disjunt7 ; and 
by the Aſſiſtance of a few, uſeful Innuen- 
do's, this Expreſſion, where there is ng Com- 
petition concerning the Titles, might have 
been fo dreſs'd up, as to have looked like 
{omething againſt the preſent Government. 
Fer eyery body knows, that there is a Com- 

| petition 
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petition concerning the Title to the Crown of 
England. 

at to prevent all Poſſibility of miſtake 
concerning this Expreſſion, and that it might 
not be preſſed and forced to fight againſt 
the Goyernment whether it would or not ; 
in this very Book it is explained in ſuch 
a Manner as (ſeems to me) to make it al- 
moſt impoſſible for any one but an Enemy 
to the preſent Government, ſo much as to 
think that theſe Words were deſigned againſt 
it. 

For in this Book, theſe Words, where 
there is no Competition concerning the Titles, 
are immediately explained in this Manner; 
THAT 1s, where no one claims a better 
Right than the Poſſeſſor. 

And by the Words, claims a better Right, 
muſt mean, Jujily claims a better Right. 

And indeed, it is impoſſible to force it to 
have any other Meaning, if the preceeding and 
ſubſequent Matter, and the Deſign and Scope 
of the Argument, be conſidered. 

For it is an Argument with the Diſſenters 
from the Church of England, in this Man- 
ner, vi g. Epiſcopacy was inſtituted by Chriſt, 
for the ſtanding and perpetual Government 
of his Church. 

That Form of Government ſtill exiſts in the 
Church of England. 

Therefore, ſuppoſing that the preſent Bi- 
ſhops did not deriye there Power by an unin- 

hb texrupted. 
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terrupted Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, but 
were appointed by the King, or by ſome 
others not having Epiſcopa} Power; yet 
ſince they govern according to that Form, 
which Chriſt appointed, tho' they did not 
come regularly by it, they ought to be o- 
bey'd, until ſome other Perſons ſhall come and 
make it appear, that they have a better Right 
to govern the Church, than thoſe in attual 
Poſſeſion. | 

And the Reaſon for ſuch Obedience is 
given, dig. That if it were not ſo, a Door 
would be opened to let in Anarchy and end- 
leis Confuſion, if every bold Pretender to a 
Right ſhould be hearkened to, and his are 
Pretenſions, ſhould be ſufficient to alienate 
the Obedience of the People, from thoſe in 
actual Poſſeſſion. | 

This (may it pleaſe your Honours) is the 
Argument. Now, nothing is more plain, 
than than every different Se& among the 
Diſſenters, expreſily affirm their own par- 
ticular Form of (what they call) Church 
Government to be of Chriſt's Inſtitution, 
and claim a better Right to the Govern- 
ment of the Church than the Biſhops, whom 
they call Uſurpers ; (particular Inftances of 
which I am ready to produce; but ſhall wave 
it, believing it would be no Pleaſure to 
your Honours at this Time, to hear with 
what Scurrility ſome imprudent Men have 
treated that venerable Order) I ſay, each 

. differing 
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differing Se& among the Diſſenters claim 2 
better Right than the Biſhops ; yet the Biſhops 
and they only ought to be obeyed : 

Why? Becauſe none of theſe Diſſenters 
have ever yet made it appear, that their 
Claim is jusr. | 

May it pleaſe your Honours : This is the 
whole Deſign and Drift of the Argument; 
and I have been thus loug upon it, to make 
it appear to your Honours, and to you Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, that it is impoſhble to 
cloath theſe Words, claims a better Right, 
with any other meaning than jusTLY claims 
a better Right ; for otherwiſe, the Argument 
would have no Deſign, but would be gla- 
ring Nonſenſe, and Contradiction to the im- 
mediately preceding and conſequent Matter, 
and to the Scope and Deſign of the whole 
Book. 

I hope your Honours, and you Gentlemen 
of the Jury, will not take more Notice of 
an Innuendo, an Inference, or Inſinuation, 
than of an expreſs Declaration. And if 
there are any Words which ſeem to bear a 
doubrful Meaning, I hope your Honours will 
in all ſach Caſes incline to the moſt fayour- 
able Side. | 

May it pleaſe your Honours; It is a known 
Rule in the Roman Law, In ambiguis ora- 
tionibus maxime ſententia ſpectauda eſt ejus 
qui eas protulifſet. Wherever Words are ca- 
pable of a double Conſtruction, there the In- 
| | DB -* tention 
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tention of the Speaker is chiefly to be look'd 
alter, and attended too. 

| have ſolemnly declared, that I induſtri- 
ouſly alter'd the Phraſe, and with this very 
Intention, vi g. to prevent any Miſapplica- 
tion of it, as if it was deſign'd againſt the 
Government. 

Every Man hath a right to explain his own 
Intentions; and obſcure Expreſſions muſt not 
(I hope) have Meanings put upon them, 
contrary to expreſs Declarations., 

This is a Rule in all common and civil 
Caſes between Man and Man; but in cri- 
minal Caſes, there that Law exacts a ſtricter 
and a nicer Proof: Wherever the Life or 
Liberty of a Citizen is concern'd, there the 
Proofs ought to be Luce meridiand clariora, 
as evident as the Sun at Noon- day. 

But (may it pleaſe your Honours) what 
Proofs have been produced, and in what 
Form have they appear'd ? Verily, in 
no very comely Form! For they are nothing 
but bare and raked Inuendo's and Inſinua- 
tions. 

May it pleaſe your Honours. I mention 
theſe Maxims of the Roman Law, only as 
they are agreeable to the common Senſe and 
Underſtanding of Mankind, as Rules of Rea- 
ſon and Equity: and which (I would per- 
ſwade my ſelf) your Honours will always 
make the Rule of your Actions. 


Since 
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Since therefore, I affirm, that there is no 
Perſon, who FUST LT Claims a better 
Right to the Crown of England than His 
erz Majeſty, I hope your Honours will 

of my Opinion, that he who ſhall ſtart 
at this Paſſage, and ſay, that it is againſt the 
preſent Government, looks like an Enemy 
to it; for, without an Inuendo, it plainly 
intimates, that he thinks ſome other Perſon 
beſides His preſent Majeſty jus TL y claims 
a better Title which is by no Means aſſerted 
in this Paſſage, nor in any part of the Book ; 
but the direct contrary. 

Wherefore I have an humble Confidence, 
that your Henours, and you Gentlemen of 
the Jury, will not think this Paſſage ſufficient 
to make the Book a Libel, nor me guilty. 

The next (pretended) ſcandalous Clauſe is 
this, pag. 107. Let then the Common- 
4 Wealth-men and the Orators for the Power 
« of the People, (if they will argue fairly 
“ and upon the ſquare with us) ſet down 
« the Time when Monarchy did begin in 
« the World, and ſee if this Clew will not 
lead them up to the Diviſion of the Na- 
« tions after the Flood, wit ich [ am ſure no 
« Man (who has ſeen that Account which 
« Holy Scripture gives us of it) will venture 
« to ſay, was done by the People. 

Thereby (faith the Indictment) meaning 
and inſinuating, that the Title of Our ſaid 
Lord the King to the Crown was not good. 
| B 2 Now 
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Now to evince, beyond all Contradiction, 
that theſe Expreſſions likewiſe, bear not the 
leaſt Reſemblance of any Reflection, upon 
His Majeſty's Title to the Crown, I moſt 
humbly entreat your Honours to hear me 
patiently, while 1 repreſent the true deſign 
of this Argument, and the 7mprous Schemes 
againſt which it militates. | 

« Firſt then: The Deiſts, {thoſe Men who 
wou'd turn the World, and even God and 
Nature, upſide down!) theſe Men fooliſhly 
dream of an independent State of Nature; 
That is to ſay, they affirm, that once upon 
a Time (tho' they never yet could tell when) 


all Mankind were upon a Level, and that 


there was no ſuch Thing as Government in 
the World; and that Tom, Dick, and Harry, 
ay, every individual Man, Woman, and Child, 
had a Right to the whole World; there- | 
fore, ſince God had not inſtituted any Go- 
vernment, they, the People, all of em met 
together, and (to prevent the dire Confuſion 
that might happen upon the bloody Scram- 
ble that was like to enſue) they erected Go- 
yernment. 

This (may it pleaſe your Honours) is the 
Scheme of the Deiſts: And I am ſure I need 
not tell you, that it is a direct Contradiction 
to the Holy Scriptures; and theſe Deiſts not 
believing one Word in thoſe ſacred Pages, no 
Wonder they talk ſo wildly. 


It 
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It was the want of Rayelation that made 
the ancient Sages grope ſo in the dark, and 
have ſuch ſtrange Notions concerning the O- 
rigin of the World, of Mankind, and of 
Government. 

The Wiſdom (even) of Ariſtotle could 

never give a Solution to this ſingle Queſtion, 
Which was firſt, the Hen or the Egg ? If 
he laid———The Egg——— Then how” came 
this . Egg here, unleſs ſome Hen laid it? 
I he ſaid, the Hen was firſt.—-Then 
From whence came this Hen but from ſome 
Egg which muſt be before it? 
This was an inextricable Difficulty with 
Ariſtotle. But a flender acquaintance with 
the firſt Chapter of Gene/is would have in- 
formed Lim, that as God made the firſt Hen, 
from which all of the ſame ſpecies have been 
derived; ſo he likewile created the World 
and Mankind, and actually inſtitued 4 par- 
ticular Form of Goverument, giving to one 
Man the Dominion over the World, and over 
all that he had created in it. 

The God of Order did not create a Num- 
ber of People all at once, without Order 
aud Government, and then leave them to 
icramble for Property and Dominion, as ſome 
Deiſtical Republicans would have us be- 
lieve contrary to the expreſs Words of Scrip- 
ture, oY 

And to ſhew that I do not abuſe them, 
tho? I could bring a Multitude of Quotations 

5 from 
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from their own Writings ; (but that I may 
not take up too much of your Honours 
Time) I ſhall only produce three Lines from 
their Veteran Mercenary, their Oracle, Da- 


niel de Foe, who certainly knew his o.]. 
Scheme, 


To be as free as Nature firſt made Man, 
Eer the baſe Laws of yervitude began, 
When wild in Woods the noble Savage ran. 


This is their wild Notion of an indepen- 
dent State of Nature. 

But the Vanity and Falſehood of this bru- 
tal Scheme is deteQed, as with a Sun-beam, 
from the Holy Scriptures, from the firſt of 


Geneſis, and from the Book of Feb, where we 


are told (according to one Tranſlation) That 

vain Man is puff d up with Pride, and thinks 

himſelf free-born like a wild Aſs's Colt. 
Theſe Men wou'd have all Mankind ſuch 


Savages. And they are fitly called Beaſts, 


who range themſelves in the natural State of 
Beaſts, all independent, and no Government 
among them. 

It is this impious and brutal Notion, 
which the Argument in this Book militates 

ainſt and deſtroys. 

Secondly, The Word PEOPLE is an in- 


definite Term, and the Republicans could 
never yet agree concerning it's true Mean- 


That 


ET. WH 

That great Man Mr. Locke expreſly ſays, 
that the free Vote of every individual, is 
abſolutely neceſſary to the erecting of Go- 
vernment, and, at the ſame Time, ſays that 
it is impoſſible to be had. And nothing is 
more certain than this, that no Country or 
Nation can be produced, where every one 
of the People hath a free Vote in the choice 
of their Rulers. And it is likewiſe cer- 
tain, that at the very Time when the De- 
mocracy was moſt in Vogue, in ancient Greece 
and Rome, all the common People had not 
a Vote at the Election of their Magi- 


1 | | 
The Athenian Rabble did not chuſe the 
Demarchi;————(Here the Chief Judge 


interrupted, and ſaid, the Court can't ſpend 
their Time in hearing you talk about the 


Greeks and Romans. It is nothing to your 
Caſe.) 


May it pleaſe your Honour. Its 

By the Statutes of Magna Charta chap. 
29. 5 Edw. III. chap. g. and 23 Edw. 
III. chap. 5. No Man ought to be con- 
demned without Anſwer. Coke's 4 Inſtit. 38. 
And my Lord Coke ſays in the ſame Place, 
That the more high and abſolute the Juriſ- 
diction of the Court is, the more juſt and 
honourable it ought to be in the Proceed- 
ing, and to give Example of Juſtice to infe- 
rior Courts, N , 


P AE 
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I was not ſuffered to defend my ſelf in the 
inferiour Court; I beſeech your Honours to 
let me make my Defence. 


(The Chief Juſtice ſaid, well, go on.) 


1 fay then, that the Athenian Rabble did not 
chute the Demarce hi; 

The Ephori of Sparta were not choſen by 
the Spartan Mod; 

Nor did all the Roman Plebeians chuſe 
the Roman Tribunes. 

This wild and impradlicable (pretended) 
Power of the People, was never reduced to 
Practice by any Nation, or among any People. 
And it is only againſt this rude, confuſed 
Notion, that the Argument in this Book is 
levell'd. 

Thus much for this licentious, unlimited, 
pretended Power of the People ! 2 

And as for the pretended Independent State 
of Nature, Lm ſure that could have no Ex- 
iſtence at the Time mentioned in the 10th of 
Geneſis; when Nimrod (in prophane Hiſtory 
called Belus) was King in Babylon, and A- 
ſhur built Nineveh, the Seat of the Aſſyrian 
Monarahs ; both which are mentioned in that 
Chapter. 

And from Nimrod we have the Names of 
all the Monarchs, and their Succeiſion, to 
the End of the Ahhrian Monarchy. 


And after that of the Medes and Perſi- 


ans, the Greeks and Romans; and from the 


Diviſion 
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Diviſion of the Roman Empire, we have the 


Succeſſion to the preſent Empire of Ger- 


many in the Weſt, and the Sultan of Con- 
flaminople in the Eaſt, 

And in all this Tract of Time, not the leaſt 
Crevice to let in this wild independent State. 

Theſe are publick Matters of Fact in 
which Mankind cannot be deceived. There- 
fore the Argument in this Book ſtands good 
and firm, and may ftill, with good Realon, 
demand of the Republicans, at what Ara 
of time they will bring in their Original State 
of Nature ! | 

And I have the ſame humble Aſſurance 
that I had before, that your Honours, and 
you Gentlemen of the Jury, will not think 
this Demand, nor the Argument againſt the 
Power of the People, as I haye explain'd it, 
any Reflection upon His preſent Majeſty's 
Title, nor ſufficient to make me guz/ty, nor 
this Book a Libel. 

The next and laſt Paſlage pretended to 
be againſt the Government is this, p. 108. 
« Was there ever a Time in the World 
« when all Mankind (all but the Uſurpers!) 
« were all aſleep ? 

This Clauſe likewiſe hath nothing in it 
againſt the Government any more than the 
foregoing. And to demonſtrate that it has 
not, I muſt humbly beg leave to repre- 
ſent, to your Honours and to the Gentle- 
men of the Jury, it's true and genuiue 

; C. Meaning. 
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Meaning. In the Proceſs of which Repre- 
tentation, I ſhall be obliged, by the Nature 
of my Defence, to mention the Aſſembly of 
Diviues at Weſtminſter, and other Great 
Men among the Diſſenters; but I ſhall do 
it with all due deference to their Characters; 
therefore, I beſeech your Honours to hear me 
patiently. 

This Queſtion, What think ye my Friends ? 
Was there ever a time in the World when 
all Mankind (all but the Uſurpers!) were 
all aſleep, is only an zronical Expoſtulation, 
with thoſe who affirm the Government of 
the Church by Biſhops to be an Uſurpation, 
and who (with Deiſts) deny the uninterrup- 
ted Succeſſion of the Goſpel Miniſtry. 

The Book argues the Impoſſibility of ſach 
an Order of Men creeping into the Church 
all at once, and all the World over, with- 
out any Body's Notice or Knowledge ! And 
the Book is further proving poſitively, that, 
in Fact, theſe Biſhops have always been 
in the Church ſince its firſt Inſtitution, and 
proves it by this Medium, vzz. The Teſti- 
mony of an unimerrupted Succeſſion of Goſpel 
Miniſters. | 

And ſince it is part of the Charge againſt 
me, that I have ranked ſuch with Deiſts 
who deny the Succeſſion of the Prieſthood ; 
] ſhall, in the Proſecution of this Part of my 
Defence, (to ſave time) anſwer both in one. 


And 
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And in order to it I will (with your H 
nours leave) entreat the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
Presbyterian ' Miniſters, the Compilers of 
the Divine Right of Church Government, 
approved by the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, who, 
when it was objected againſt them by the 
Independents, after the firſt Edition of their 
Book, that by their Principles, an uniuter- 
rupted Succeſſion of ordained Perſons was 
neceſſary ; which Succeſſion they could not 
pretend to, unleſs they would juſtify the 
Antichriſtian Ordinations of the Church of 
Rome, &c. they added an Appendix to their 
ſecond Edition, wherein they conſidered the 
Objection, and returned an Anſwer to it 
under theſe two Heads; 1ſt, That the Re- 
formation was begun before the Council of 
Trent, and till the Council of Trent, the 
Church of Rome was not 1o corrupted, as that 
her Ordinations were ꝝull. The Church of 
Rome could as validly ordain as baptize, and 
who did eyer queſtion the Validity of her 
Baptiſms ? 

24ly, The Engliſh Clergy had not their 
Ordinations from Rome; Chriſtianity was very 
early / Anno 63 or 64) in Great. Britain, 
and Church Officers were then ordained, and 
a Succeſſion of valid Ordinations was always 
uumterruptedly continued, 

I muſt now (with your Honours Permiſ- 
ſion) ſeek for ſome Aid from The Divine 
Right of the Goſpel Miniſtry, written, at 

C2 leaſt 
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leaſt authorized, by the Provincial Aſſembly 
of London, publiſhed in the year 1654. 
which ſays, that Church Power is firſt ſeated 
in Chriſt, the Head, and from him commit- 
ted to the Apoſtles, and from them to Church 
Officers ; and they alone who have received 
it from the Apoſtles can derive and trans- 
mit it to other Miniſters All Ordination 
by the People is NULL and Vor p, as be- 
ing not only not grounded on Scripture, but 
againſt Scripture. 

And to intrude into the Miniſterial Office, 
without Ordination, is as the Sin of Korah 
and his Company. 

The ſame Provincial Aſembiy have much 
more to this Purpoſe, in tlieir other Treatiſe, 
called, The Diviue Right of the Miniſtry 
of England, from whence that I may not tire 
your Honours) I ſhall quote but a few things. 

Chap. 3. pag. 44 They fay, they think 
it no diſparagement to their Miniſtry to 
ſay, they received it from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and from the Primitive Churches, 
through the impure and corrupt Channel 
of the Church of Rome And, p. 43. 
the receiving our Ordination from Chriſt 
« and his Apoſtles, and the Primitive 
Churches, and ſo all along thro' the apo- 
« {tate Church of Rome, is ſo far from nulli- 
« fying our Miniſtry, or diſparaging of it, 
« that it is a great ſtrengthening of it, when 
„it ſhall appear to all the World, that 

« our 
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« our Miniſtry is derived to us from Chriſt 
te and his Apoſtles, by Succeſſion of a Mi- 
© niſtry continued in the Church for 1600 
« Years, and that we have a LiNE AL SU c- 
« CESSION from the Apoſtles. 

Thus far the Weſtminſter Aſſembly. And 
were it not intruding too far upon your Ho- 
nours Patience, I would keep company with 
my Indictment (North about) to that Part 
of Great Britain called Scotland; and ſhew, 
that (even) the General Aſſembly of Scotch 
Presbyterians, held the abtolute Neceſſity 
of an uninterrupted Succeſſion from the Apo- 


ſtles; which I could abundantly prove; but 


ſhall wave it, and cloſe this Part of my De- 
fence, with the Words of that Great and 
Learned Man, the late Mr. Pemberton in his 
Diſcourſe of Ordination, p. 2. © It is not to be 
« diſputed that Chriſt has appointed a {angd- 
« ing Goſpel Miniſtry in his Church, to con- 
“ tinue to the Conſummation of all things. 

« It was not a temporary Conſtitution, but 
« a ſtanding Qrdinance, that there ſhould be 


DS 


« in all Ages of the Church an Order of 


« Men to repreſent his Perſon, publiſh his 
« Laws, exhibit the Promiſes, and adminiſter 
« Seals and Cenſures. 
« This ſeems evident to a Demonſtration, 
« from the Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence to be 
« with his Miniſters to the End of the World, 
« Matth. xxviii. 20. 
Thus 
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Thus far Mr. Pemberton. 

And I firmly believe that your Honours, 
and moſt of the Presbyterian and Congrega- 
tional Miniſters in this Country, are of the 
ſame Opinion with this Great Man. There- 
fore I ſhall ſay no more upon this Head. 

Believing that what I haye offered, will 
fully convince your Honours, and you Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury, what is the true Mean- 
ing and Deſign of this Clauſe, Was there 
ever à time in the World when all Man- 
kind ( all but the Uſurpers I were all aſleep ; 
and that it was not ſpoken concerning Civil 
Government at all, and therefore impoſſi- 
ble to be any Reflection upon His preſent 
Majeſty's Title to the Crown of England ; 
and at the ſame time demonſtrate, that the 
ranking of ſuch Men who deny the unin- 
terrupted Succeſſion of the Prieſthood under 
the Goſpel, with Deiſts, notwithſtanding it 
is Part of the Charge againſt me, that yet 
it is no Crime; even your Honours, the late 
Mr. Pemberton, the General Aſſembly of 
_ Scathand, and the Aſſembly of Divines at 
Weſtminſter, being my Judges, 

With your Honours Permiſſion, I ſhall 
now deſcend to another Part of the Charge 
againſt me, and of another Nature; viz. Of 
ſcandalizing the Miniſters of the Goſpel by 
Law eſtabliſhed in this Province, | 

And I doubt not but that I ſhall fully 
clear my ſelf from this Part of the Charge 
likewiſe. Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, in order to my Vindication, 


I ſhall endeavour ſuccinctly to prove theſe 


three Propoſitions. 

1ſt, That no Ads of Aſſembly in this Pro- 
vince, either & Right, could, or, in Fat, 
have eſtabliſned any way of Worſhip and 
Miniſtry, whether Presbyterian or Congre- 
gational ; ſo as to make THAT the Eſtabliſn- 
ment, and the Epi ſcopal Churches to be Diſ- 
ſenters. _ 

24ly, That by a Juſt and true Conſtructi- 
on of the Laws of this very Province, the 
Church of England is eſtabliſhed here. | 

3dly, That by the Laws of England, the 
Church of England, as eſtabliſhed in Eng- 
land, and No OTHER, is poſitively eſtabliſh- 
ed in all his Majeſty's Plantations. 

I ſhall now. endeayour to prove the firſt 
Part of the firſt Propoſition, vis. That no 
Acts of this Province, by Right, could eſta- 
bliſh any way of Worſhip and Miniſtry, fo 
as to make THAT the Eſtabliſhment, and the 
Epiſcopal Churches to be Diſſenters. 

May it pleaſe your Honours. As the 


ſay, a Law made againſt the Law of God is 

void; ſo the Charter to this Province from 
whence we derive our Power to make Acts 
and Laws, reſerves and expreſsly provides, 
that no Act ſball be made repugnant to the 
Laws of England, which therefore, if made, 
would be zpſo facto you. 


1 
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If therefore I can prove, that the Church 
of England is by the Laws of England eſta- 
bliſhed in the Plantations, and xo OTHER ; 
then the eſtabliſbing any OTH ER, and 
making the Church of England to be Diſ- 
ſenters, is plainly repugnant to the Laws 
of England, and contequently inconſiſtent 
with and againſt our Charter, and therefore 
voip. 

As to the ſecond Part of the firſt Propo- 
ſition VIS. That no Laws of this 
Province, in Fad, have eſtabliſhed any way 
of Worſhip and Miniſtry, ſo as to make THAT 
the Eſtabliſiment, and the Eprſcopal Churches 
to be Diſſenters. : | 

May, it pleaſe your Honours, and you 
Gentlemen of the Jury: Had theſe Acts 
(for Inſtance eonfirmed the Plat-form, and 
the Miniſtry purſuant to that, then in Fact 


they had or at leaſt had attempted to have} DU 


eſtabliſhed another Way and Miniſtry. 

But theſe Laws make uſe only of gene- 
ral Terms, in, relation to any way of Wor- 
wand Miniſtry, without ever mention- 
ing either the Presbyterian or Congregatio- 
nal by Name; therefore I humbly conceive, 
that neither of theſe can be the Eſtabliſb- 
ment, to the Excluſion of the Epiſcopal 
Churches, and ſo as to make them the Di- 
ſenters. 

1 ſhall now endeayour to make good 


my ſecond Propoſition, which is this, 
That 
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That by a juſt and true Conſtruction of the 
Laws of this very Province, the Church of 
England is eſtabliſbed here. 3 
And in order to it, I muſt ask leave of 
your Honours to premiſe a few things: 
iſf, That where the Acts of Aſſembly 
tnake uſe of any Words, and do not explain 
what they mean by them, I humbly con- 
ceive, that ſuch Words ſhall be conſtrued 
according to the Laws of England. 
As for Inſtance, the word Libel and De- 
famation in the Act about Criminals. The 
Word, Fee-Szmple,"in the AQ for Diſtribu- 
tion of Inheritances, c. . 
24ly, Where two Expoſitions may be of 
an Act, and the one is agreeable to the Laws 
of England, and the other contrariant or 
repugnant to them; I moſt humbly believe, 


that your Honours Will take it in the firſt 
F - Senſe, and not in the latter. | 


Now, without reciting a 
lating to Publick Worſhip and Miniſtry, 
which would take up too much time, though 
I have them all ready,, if you®Honour | 
think it neceſſary, I believe it will be fuf- 
ficient to remark, that the Acts of Aſſembly 
make uſe on Ly of indefinite Expreſſions and 
general Terms. 


For Example, in the 4th and 5th of 


William and Mary, the A& makes menti- 
on of à gathered Church, and provides, 


that the Miniſter m_ be choſen according 
10 


| Laws re- 
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to the Direction given in the Word of Gad 
and the Laws likewiſe prdain, that each 
Town ſhall have an odo Miniſter, or 
Mit tkeſe Acts no where explain what 
thoſe Directions in the Word of God are, 
nor what is meant by an Orthodox Mini- 
ſter. | 

So that, I humbly conceive, Recourſe 
muſt be had to the Laws of England, as is 
uſual in like Caſes, to know the true and 
undiſguiſed meaning of theſe general Terms 
and zndefinite Expreſſions. 
And I am lure I need not inform your 
Honours, what the Laws of England mean 
by the Words Church and Orthodox Mini- 
. 
, But that the Gentlemen of the Jury 
(who can't be ſuppoſed to be ſo well ac- 
quainted with the Laws of England) may 
know what they mean; I moſt humbly en- 
treat your Honours Patience, while I recite 
Part of the 13th of E/iz. Chapter 12. 
which was dgligned to ſettle Orthodoxy, 
and declares who ſhall be deemed Orthodox 
Miniſters. | 
* 5 The Act runs thus, 

« That the Churches of the Queen's Ma- 
« jeſty's Dominions may- be ſerved with 
« Paſtors of ſound Religion · Be it. enact- 
« ed by the Authority of the preſent Par- 
« liament, That eyery Perſon under the 

Degree 
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« Degree of a Biſhop, which doth or ſhall 
« pretend to be a Rrieſt, or Miniſter of 
« God's Holy Word and Sacraments, by 
c reaſon of any other Form of Inſtitution, 
& Conſecration, or Ordering, than the 
&« Form ſet forth by Parliament, in the 
« Time of the late King of moſt worthy 
c Memory, King Edward VI. or now 
« uſed in the Reign of our moſt graci- 
« ous Sovereign Lady, ſhall in the Preſence 
« of the Biſhop, Sc. declare his Aſſent, and 
« ſubſcribe to all the Articles of Religion, 
« comprized in a, Book Imprinted, En- 
« tituled, Articles, whereupon it was a- 
« greed, Sc. 

heſe (May it pleaſe your Honours) are 
the Articles of the Church of England; And 
ce Lare my Lord Chief Juſtice Coke) the 
« Subſcription hereby required is to three 
« Articles. 8 

« The 1ſt is, That the King's Majeſty, 
« under God, is the only ſupream Gover- 
« nour of the Realm, and all gther his High- 
« nefs's Dominions and Countries. 

« Aly, That the Book of the Common- 
« Prayer, and of Ordering of Biſhops; Prieſts 
cc and Deacons, containeth nothing in it con- 
ce trary to the Word of God, Sc. 

& 34ly, That he alloweth of the faid 
« XXXIX Articles of Religion, and acknow- 
« ledgeth them to be agreeable to the Word 
« of God, 


Da --: | Aſter 
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After reciting theſe three Articles, my 
Lord Coke goes on,— And I heard Wray, 
“ Chief Juſtice in the King's Bench Paſch. 
« 23d of Elig. report; That where one 
« Smith ſubſcribed to the ſaid XXXIX Ar- 
« ticles of Religion, with this Addition, / a; 
« far forth as the ſame were agreeable to 
« Word of God) that it was reſolved +4 
« him, and all the Judges of England, that 

the Subſcription was not according to the 
« 2 of the 13th of Elix. becauſe the 
c Statute requires an abſolute Subſeription, | 
« and this Subſcription, made it conditio- 
« nal; and that this Act was made for 
ce avoiding Diverſity of Opinions, Sc. and 
« by this Addition the Party might, by his 
« own private Opinion, take ſome of them 
« to be againſt the Word of God; and by 
“ this means Diverſity of Opinions ſhould 
“ not be avoided, which was the Scope of 
« the Statute ; and the very Act it ſelf, 
« made touching Subſcriptions, hereby of none 
« Effet. Coke 4 Inſitt. 3 24. | 

Now (maywit pleaſe your Honours) if a 
Perſon (though epiſcopally ordained ) who 
refuſes to give his Aſſent and Conſent to 
theſe three Articles abſolutely, and without 
any Condition or Reſervation, ſhall not, 
by. all the Judges of England, be deemed 
Orthodox, or of Sound Religion; (which is 
one and the ſame thing) much leſs / in 
my humble Opinion ſhall 2 Diſſenting 

Teacher 


[ 29 ] 


Teacher, who abſolutely condemns Subſcrip- 
tion, and imagines, that thoſe who impoſe it, 
have not right Opinions of Religion, or are 
not of ſaund Religion, or Orthodox : I Hay, 


ſuch a Perſon {certainly } by the Laws of 


England, will not be allowed to be of ſound 
1 or Orthodox ! 2 
ho likewiſe, in the Eye of the Law of 
England, is mere laicus, not in Holy Orders, 
but a mere Lay-Man. 

Since then the Laws of England allow 
no Miniſter to be Orthodox, but he who is 
Epiſcopally Ordained, and who ſubſcribes the 
aboveſaid three Articles, which is a Miniſtor 
of the Church of England. 

And inaſmuch as by the Acts of Aſſembly 
of this Province, an Orthodox Miniſtry is 
eftabliſbed in every Townz 

Therefore, by a juſt and true Conſtruction 
of the Laws of this very Province, (unleſs 


they are repugnant to the Laws of England Jo 


the Miniſters of the Church of England are 
eſtabliſhed HERE. 

I beg leave to remark under this head, 
that our preſent Governour Col. Shute, in his 
Order to the Magiſtrates of Briſtol, &c. 
wherein he prohibits their taxing the Church- 
men towards the Maintenance of any other 
Miniſters, of any other Profeſſion. than Epzſa 
77 calls the Church of England the eſta- 
bliſhed Church here. | 2 
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And the late Governour, Col. Dudley, (by 
wiſe Men, deſervedly acknowledged the 
wiſeſt Man that ever was in this Country) 
in a like Order, in Favour of the Church at 
Newbury, declares the Church of England to 
be the eſtabliſbed Church; and ſpeaking of 
their Proceedings for ſettling a Church there, 
ſays, that they are according to Law, and 
that they ought to be ſuffered to go peacea- 
bly on tor their good Eſtabliſhment. 

May it pleaſe your Honours ;- 

The Opinion of this great and wiſe Man, 
was founded upon bis exact Knowledge of 
the Laws of England; ſome of which (by 
your Honours Permiſſion) I ſhall now pro- 
duce, in order to make good my third Pro- 
poſition ; vr g. 

That by the Laws of England, the Church 
of England, as eſtabliſhed in England, and 
no OTHER, is Poſitively eſtabliſhed in all 
© His Majeſty's Plantations, | 

May it pleaſe your Honours, and you 

Gentlemen of the Fury ; 

The Common Law, and eſpecially Magns 
Charta, is allowed to be the Law of the 
Plantations, and every Engliſpman's Birth- 
Right. And by that, the Holy Church, i. e. 
the Church of England, is for ever inviolably 
. confirmed. 

The Church reformed, and confirmed, and 
eſtabliſhed by the 2d, 3d, 5th, 6th, of Edw 
VI. mentions England, Wales, Calais, _ 

the 
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the Marches thereof, and other the King's 
Dominzons, and ſays, the Inhabitants of this 
Realm, and other his Majeſty's Dominions. 

This was repeal'd by the 1ſt of Mary; but 
the 17 of El;zabeth took off that Repeal ; 
and mentions again the Realm of England, 
Wales, or Marches of the fame, and (or) 
other the Queen's Dominions; and in 
the Concluſion expreſsly inhibits any other to 
be eſtabliſh'd within the Realm, or any other 
the Queen's Dominions or Countries. 

The 13th of Elig. which declares who 
are Orthodox Miniſters, entitled an Act for 
the Miniſters of the Church to be of ſound 
Religion, —and provides, That the Churches 
of the Queen s Majeſty's Dominions may be 
ſerved with ſound Miniſters, &c. qualified 
as in the Act. 
| Now, /may it pleaſe your Honours) I 
humbly conceive, that by Kings Dominzons 


muſt be meant not only the THEN Domi-& 


nions, but what ſhall be the King's Domi- 
nions at all times, while that Law remains 
in force. | 

As {for Inſtance } Adds of Trade that ex- 
tend to the Plantations, ind new or acquired 
Places, added to the King's Dominions, af- 

ter ſuch Acts were made. 
nd the 12th of Charles II. which was 
made after the Settlement of theſe Colonies, 
confirms thoſe former Acts, that mention the 
King's or Queen's Dominions or Goonies 
: ut 
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Hut above all, the th of Q. Anne, entitus 
led, An Act for ſecuring the Church of Eng- 
land, as by Law eſtabliſb d, re-inforces and 
confirms the 13th of Elig. and the ra2th 
of Charles H.—and provides, That the King 
ſhall ſwear to maintain the faid Settlement, 
Ci. e. by the ſaid Acts, which Ads compre» 
hend the King's Dominions or Countries of 
the Churgh of England, and the Goyern- 
ment thereof, as Law eſtabliſid within 
the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, Do- 
minion of Wales, and Town of Berwick 
upon Tweed, and the Territories thereunto 
belonging. ; 
And immediately declares, that this Act 
ſhall be held a fundamental and effential 
Part of any Union between the two King- 
dons. = 
May it pleaſe your: Honours ; 
By all the foregoing Acts, and by this 
Act in particular, it appears, that the Church 
of Englana, as eſtabliſh'd in England, and 
no OTHER, is eſiabliſh'd in all his Majeſty's 
Plantations. + 
And by the fame Act it appears, that to 
eftabliſh any o E R, would be a Breach of 
the Union between the two Kingdoms. 
Therefore 1 humbly hope, that neither 
your Honours, nor you Gentlemen of the 
Jury, will look upon this Book, as written 
to the Scandal of the Minifters of the 9— 
f el, 
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pel, eſtabliſhed by Law in this Province; 
for it is a Defence of TH EM and their 
SACRED CHARACTER, 

May it pleaſe your Honours ; 

have a great deal more to ſay in my 
Defence; but perceiving that ſo much Time 
is already lapſed, I ſhall omit it, only beg- 
ging Leave to ſay ſome few Things to the 
ury. 
5 Gentlemen, I would have you ſeriouſly 
conſider what you are about. 

Remember that the Book indicted is, The 
Short and Eaſy Method with the Dz15 Ts, 
an #0 other; a Book wrote in Defence of 
Chriſtianity, in Defence of our Holy Faith, 
againit the blaſpheming Deiſts. 

And tho' there are ſome Paſſages in the 
Indictment, which are ſpoken of the Congre- 
gational and Presbyterian Miniſters in this 
Country; yet I would have you conſider, 
that theſe Paſſages are not in the Book indi- 
cted, but in another. 

But granting that they were there, I be- 
ſeech you, Gentlemen, to reflect with your- 
ſelves, whether thoſe gentle Methods of 
reaſoning and perſwading, and thoſe tender 
and compaſſionate Expoſtulations with thoſe 


Gentlemen, to make them ſeriouſſy con- 


ſider with themſelves, of the Validity of 
that Commiſſion by which they act 
I fay, reflect (Gentlemen) whether this looks 
like Malice, and whether it ſhould bring 

E | upon 
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upon me ſuch a ſevere Proſecution, and is 
ſufficient to demonſirate me a Criminal. 

I would have you confider, that I have 
ſuffered very much already on account of my 
Religion. 

May it pleaſe your Honours ; * 

I ſhall now conclude, only beg leave to 
render Thanks for the Liberty granted to me 
(which was denyd me at the Seſſions) of 
making ſo particular a Defence; and if in 
the Proſecution of it, I have ſaid any Thing 
ungrateful to your Honours, T am ſure you 
will forgive me, when you conſider, that 
the nature of the Charge againſt me obliged 
me to ſuch a manner of Defence. 

Wherefore, without any further Apology, 
I ſhall ſubmit it to your Honours, and to you 
Gentlemen of the Jury, with all that Hu- 
mility that becomes a Chriſtian, Hoping, 
nay; being well aſſured, that you will not 


find ne guilty, nor this Book a Libel. 
The Jurys Verdict. 


John Checkley 

adſect 

Dom. Reg. 5 

1 4 HE Fury find ſpecially; viz. If the | 

Book entituled, A Short and Eaſy Me- 

thod with the DEISTS, containing in it a 

Diſcourſe concerning Epiſcopacy, (publiſbed 
and many of them ſold by the ſaid Checkley) 

be a falſe and ſcandalous Libel; Ti W 
| 7 
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find the ſaid Checkley guilty of all and every 
Part of the Indiftment (excepting that 
ſuppoſed to traduce and draw into diſpute 
the undoubted Right and Title of our So- 
werergn Lord King George, to the Kingdoms 
of Great-Britain and Ireland, and the Ter- 
ritorzes thereto belonging But if the ſaid 
Book, containing a frye concerning Epiſ- 
copacy as aforeſaid, be not a falſe and ſcan- 
dalous Libel ; Then we find him not guilty. 
Att' Samuel Tyley, Clerc. 


The Plea in Arreſt of Judgment. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 
KN | Otwithitanding that I have been heard 

ſo fully by my Counſel, in Arreſt of 
Judgment; T muſt yet beg Leave of your 
Honours, to fay ſomething further myſelf 
on the ſame Plea, why Judgment ought to be 
Arreſted. 

May it pleaſe your Honours ; 

Upon my Trial at the Seſſions, it was of- 
ten declar'd from the Bench, that they would 
not have me ſuppoſe, that I was to be tried 
for writing any Thing in the Defence of the 
Church of Englund and of Epiſcopacy, againſt 
the Presbyterian or Congregational Miniſters 
in this Country : No, by no Means! tor 
the Miniſters were able to defend themſelves. 

And to demonſtrate to your Honours that 
their Worſhips deſigned to amend the Indict- 
E 2 ment 
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ment in that Particular, they ordered the 
Attorney-General to inſiſt upon thoſe three 
Clauſes only (pretended to be) againſt the 
Government. . 

The Jury found me guilty of imagining 
and 3 by the Subtility of Arguments, 
to traduce the Title of His preſent Majeſty. 

(For it cannot be ſuppoſed, that they 
found me guilty of any 7 vg elſe, ſince that 

and that only, by Order of the Worſhipful 
Bench, was all the Charge againſt me.) 

And an heayy Judgment was thereupon 
given, From which Judgment I appealcd to 
this Honourable Court; and after a full and 
fair Hearing, have been acqurtted abſolutely 
by a Verdict of Twelve Men, from being 
guilty of tyaducing and drawing into diſpute 
the undoubted Right and Title of our Sove- 
reign Lord King George, to the Kingdoms 
f Great-Britain and Ireland, and the Terri- 
tories thereto belonging. 

This was the Charge againſt me; and of 
this and this only, was I found guilty in the 
tower Court. 

But the Verdict of the Jury in this Ho- 
nourable Court, is an abſolute Reverſion of the 
Jury's Verdict before the Seftons. 

Wherefore I humbly hope, that this alone 
(if there were nothing elſe) will be thought 
tufficient, why Judgment ſhould not be given 
againſt me. FR 

For, with all due Submiſſion, I cannot 
yet believe, that your Honours, in your ſu- 
| periour 
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perour Wiſdom, will ever give the leaſt O:- 
caſion for the World to ſay, that the very 
formal Reaſon of my Condemnation, was my 
publiſhing a Book entituled, A Short and 
« Faſy Method with the Deiſts, wherein 
« the Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion is 
« demonſtrated by infalliable Proof - from four 
“Rules, which are incompatible. to any Im- 
« poſture that ever yet has been, or can poſ- 
« ſibly be. Eo 8 

To which was added another. in Defence of 
the ſacred and venerable Order of Biſhops, and 
in Defence of the Church of Englund, in 
whoſe ſalutary Communion (by the Grace of 
God) I purpoſe to lipe and die. 5 

N poſſibly imagine, that this Ho- 
nourable Mi will give the leaſt Umbrage 
to People for Weir ſuppoſing, that your Ho- 
nours think the Jug at the Seſſions, did 
not put my Trial upon a right Footing; or, 
that their Worſhips ſpoke unadviſedly, When 
they ſaid, The Miniſters can defend them- 
ſelves ! ; 

There are likewiſe other Things, which, in 
my humble Opinion, are worthy of the No- 
tice of this Honourable Court, before Judg- 
ment is given againſt me. 

The Jury have brought in a ſpecial Ver- 
dict, and have not declared the Book a Libel, 
that being left with your Honours, whether 
you will adjadge it ſo or not. | 
And that the Book may not be condemned 
as a Libel, I humbly beg Leave to remark 

4 theſe 
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theſe ſew Things for your Honours Conſi- * 
deration. + 
It's a rul'd Caſe in my Lord Coke's 4 Inſtit. 

235. 6. That if one ſhall lay of a Merchant, 
That he is a Bankrupt, or would be a 
- Bankrupt within two Days; the Words 
contain Matter of a Libel, and are actio- 
nable. But I humbly conceive, that if 
the Merchant, of whom the Words were 
ſpokeng was,dQually declared a Bankrupt by 
the Laws of the, Land, at the Time when 
the Words were 15 oken ; ; the Words would 
not contain in then the Matter of @ Libel, 
reſpecting that Man, and __— not 


attionable. 


The Uſe I would make of i 
The Book, now under the 
the Honourable Bead s in it Argu- 
ments for Epiſcopac ll of them laid down, 
from the Beginning ta. the End, in a Hypo- 
thetic Manner, thus, If Jeſus Chriſt in- 
ſtituted Biſhops, and gave to them alone the 
Power of ſending others, then thoſe who 
pretend to have Chriſt's Commiſſion, . and 
have not received it, either immediately from 
Chriſt, or immediately from theſe Biſhops, 
cannot be the Minifters of Chriſt according to 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, 

And further, that if any Perſon ſhall cauſe- 
leſsly ſeparate from any ſound Part of the 
Catholick Church, he is a Schiſmatic, and 
Excommunicate, by voluntarily cutting Ham 
ſelf off from the body of Chriſt, 


Nen 


. 
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y one ſhall make the Aſſump- 
eas, et are the Presbyterian ah 


i Now if any 


2 
the Congr rational Miniſters, Sc. and their 
| reſpective ngregations undet them. 


4 0 (may it pleaſe your Honours) granting 
t to be ſo; T humbly conceive, that the 
faying, concerning the Diſſenting Miniſters, 
and their Congregations, that they are 20 
Miniſters, and that they n and 
Excommunicates (ſuppoſing tat theſe Speeches 
were abſolute and not conditional); yet, I 
lay, I humbly hope, that this would not be 
actionable, nor, 3 the Diſſenters, Mat- 
ter of a Libel. Why? 

„eon the Diſſenters of all Denomina- 

ed to be Schiſmatics and Ex- 
D or Laws of the Land. 
And in e! 4 this appear, I beg 
Leave to recite the 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, and 
12th Canons of the Church of England pub- 
liſhed by his Majeſty's Authority under the 
Great Seal of England, and now re- printed 
this very Year by the King's Printer, by Or- 
der of his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canter- 
Sf. later reading the Ca- 

Nong. 
May it pleaſe your Honours; 

There are no Expieſſions in the Book at 
Bar, tantamount to theſe Cenſures of the 
Diſlenters, in the Canons juſt now recited. 

And I ſhall humbly leave it with your 


Fs . Honours, if it may not be worth your Con- 


ſideration, 
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federation, whether the condemning this 


Book, will not be a Declaration, that the 


Church paſſed theſe Cenſures againſt the Diſ- 


{enters clave errante ? 
But be that as it will, the Diſſenters are 


affirm'd to be 0 Miniſters, to be Schiſmatics, 


and excommunticate by the Canons of the 


Church of England, which are Part of the 
Law of the Land; and therefore, to ſay the 
ſame. Things of them, I humbly hope, /ball 
not be deem d a Libel. ; ; 


The Sentence of Court. 


80 6. At a Court of Ass 1s E, Sc. 
Nov. . * 


Checkley 3 
A ade H * — hays 
Dom. Reg. ing maturely ad- 


vj ſed on ae fon, Vaio, are of Opinion 
JounN CHECKLEY #s guilty 
of publi 2 and ſelling of a falſe and ſcan- 
dalous Libel. It's therefore conſidered by the 
Court, That the ſaid JoHN CHECKLEY 
ſhall pay a Fine 0 4 . 'y RG to the King, 
and enter into Recoguigance in the Sum of 
One Hundred Pounds, with two Sureties in 
the Sum of Fifty Pounds each, for his good 
Behaviour for ſix Months, and alſo pay Coll 
of Proſecution, ſtanding committed until this 


Sentence be performed. 
Att' Samuel Tyley, Clerc. 
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S P ECIMEN. - 


Of a Haves 


Diſſenting CATECHISM, 


Upon Right Txuz-BLuEt 


Diſſenting PRINCIPLES, 


WITH 


* LEARNED NOTES, 
By r of EXPLICATION, 


Qusſtion. Why: don't the Diſſenters in their * | 
lick Worſhip make uſe of the Creeds ? | 


Anfiver.. Why? —— Becauſe they are not ſet down 
Word for Word in the Bible. | 


Queſtion. Well, — But why don't the Diſſenters 
in theig Publick Worſhip make uſe of the Lords, 
Prayer ? 


Anſwer. Oh! 
Mord for Mord in the Bible. 


4 *s. * 
* 


mien — 


Becauſe that is ſet down 


They're ſo perverſe and oppoſite 
As if they worſhip d God for Spitg, 


Fee, 
Hie © oO . 4 3 22; 


